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This is responsive to the Office Action dated July 2, 2004. 

Claims 24-29 were withdrawn from consideration as directed to a different invention than 
claims 1^5 and 7-23, the other pending claims. Claim 24 is being amended, without changing its 
scope, so that it now depends properly from claim 2. Rejoinder and examination of claims 24-29 
is therefore requested. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-23 were rejected over the admitted prior art on pages 1-2, taken in view 
of Leander- Claims 1,3-5 and 10-11 are being canceled. Allowance of claims 2, 7-9 and 12-29 
is respectfully requested. 

Claim 2 is directed to a double-sided adhesive tape having first and second opposing 

sides, comprising: 

« on each side, a pattern comprising adhesive and non-adhesive sections, wherein the 
pattern is repeated more than two times across the tape with a predetermined spacing 
therebetween; and 

• wherein an adhesive section on said first side is in contact with a non-adhesive section 
on said second side. 

The admitted prior art includes single-sided and double-sided tapes in various shapes and 
configurations such as rolls, flags and notepads. The adhesive material in a double-sided tape 
must either be protected by a lining or release layer, or otherwise, if not so protected, must be a 
special low-strength adhesive so that the adhesive layers can be adhered to and then separated 
from each other. 

It would be desirable to reduce the amount of adhesive required, and also to avoid the 
need for a lining or release layer in a double-sided tape. 

To this end, the invention of claim 2 is a double-sided tape, with a pattern of adhesive and 
non-adhesive sections which repeats more than two times across the width of the tape with 
spacing between the patterns. The Examiner points out that Leander discloses an adhesive tape 
having repeating patterns. However, Leander does not contemplate placing its patterns on a 
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double-sided tape; and in fact contains no teachings at all about how to make a double-sided tape. 

In fact, Leander teaches away from the feature in the final paragraph of claim 2, namely 
that an adhesive section on the first side of the tape is in contact with a non-adhesive section on 
the second side of the tape. 

Leander teaches away from this feature, because it teaches affirmatively that a release 
layer must be present between the adhesive portions (which are disposed exclusively on one side 
of the tape) and the other face of the tape which is contacted by the adhesive portions. Sec col. 2, 
lines 26-28. 

Summarizing, Leander neither considers nor contains any teachings about a double-sided 
tape, and even teaches affirmatively that there must be a release layer between one side of the 
tape containing an adhesive portion, and the other side of the tape, contrary to the last paragraph 
of claim 2. 

Therefore, the admitted prior art and Leander et al., taken together, neither disclose nor 
suggest the features of claim 2. 

Claims 7 and 17 recite respectively a dispenser wmtaining either a single-sided or a 
double-sided adhesive tape. Claim 7 is being placed in independent form without changing its 
scope, and therefore not for purposes of patentability. None of the cited prior art has any 
relevance to the dispensers claimed. These claims and their dependent claims should be allowed. 

Claims 12, 16, 19, 21 and 25 previously recited that the adhesive sections of the adhesive 
tape are narrower than the non-adhesive sections. These have been amended to clarify their 
subject matter, without substantially narrowing the scope of the claims. The amendments are not 
made for purposes of patentability. They now recite, with tninor variations: 

wherein the adhesive sections on the first side of the adhesive tape 
are narrower than the non-adhesive sections on said second side; 
such that said adhesive sections on said first side contact 
exclusively non-adhesive sections on said second side. 

Again, there is no teaching of a double-sided tape having such a feature in the prior art. 
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Claim 20 is directed to a notepad comprising a double-sided adhesive tape having the 
features as recited in claim 2. Claims 20-23 should be allowed for the same reasons as 



claim 2. 



Accordingly, allowance of claims 2, 7-9 and 12-29 is requested. 
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